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National Campaig'n Opened 

IT IS INFINITELY BETTER TO VOTE FOR FREEDOM AND FAIL THAN TO VOTE FOR SLAVERY AND SUCCEED-EUQENE V. DEBS. 


Magnificent Audience Greets the President- 
ial Candidate of the Social Democratic 
Party at Central Music Hall 

THOUSANDS TURNED AWAY 


Two Great Meetings on Sunday at which Debs 
Spoke to More Than Fifteen Hundred 
Bohemians and Germans 


SPEECHES OF DEBS AND HERRON 


The announcement that Eugene V. 
Debs and George 1 ). Herron would 
speak in behalf of Socialism and the 
Social Democratic Parly, Saturday 
night, September 2g, at Central Music 
Hall, Chicago, was sufficient, despite 
' the rather paltry notices given to the 
fact in advance by most of the daily 
newspapers, to pack that historical 
meeting place from platform to the 
last chair in the gallery. Every seat 
was taken and hundreds stood up from 
an early hour in the evening until a few 
minutes to twelve, when Prof. Herron 
concluded his significant and masterly 
address. It was an occasion which 
marked distinctly the entrance of 
American Socialism into the arena of 
American national politics. It was a 
demonstration the full significance of 
which not a single capitalist newspaper 
in the city dared to publish. It was a 
magnificent inauguration of .Candidate 
Debs' national campaign and a fresh 
proof, if any were needed, of the love 
and confidence in which he is held by 
the common people who hate despot¬ 
ism and love freedom. For an hour 
before the sneakers’ arrival the audi¬ 
ence, one of the most enthusiastically 
demonstrative ever gathered within the 
Central, sang the newest Socialist 
songs, with pipe organ accompani¬ 
ment, under the leadership of F. G. 
Strickland. The campaign yell, now 
familiar to all Chicago, was repeatedly 
called for and given with an earnestness 
that was tremendous: 

Debs and Harriman. rah. rah, rah! 

Debs and Harriman, rah, rah, rah! 

Hoo-rah! Hoo-rah! 

Socialist candidates, rah, rah. rah! 

Long after every seat in the hall was 
occupied, thousands of people surged 
and struggled at the entrance to gain 
admission. So determined was the 
crowd to get in that it became neces¬ 
sary to station a line of policemen across 
the main entrance, and a great con¬ 
course of people, estimated at one time 
as high as 5,000, were held back'by 
main force. During the evening most 
of these people heard Socialist 
speeches, delivered to enthusiastic 
overflow meetings, by Comrades Geo. 
Koop, Berlyn, Howard Tuttle of Wis¬ 
consin, A. S. Edwards, Eugene V. Debs 
arid others. 

While the vast gathering of people 
on State street was seeking admission 
to the hall, not less than 2.000 Socialists, 
with two bands of music and flags, ban¬ 
ners and transparencies galore, assem¬ 
bled on Market street for the parade, 
which, though not large, proved to be 
one of the most picturesqu.e and ex¬ 
uberantly happy ever seen on the 
streets of Chicago. 

The Central Music Hall meeting was 
presided over by Comrade J. B. Smiley. 
Two companies of singers, one English 
and the other German, added to the 
interest and success of the meeting. 
Chairman Smiley’s opening address was 
couched in most felicitous terms and 
made a fine impression upon the splen¬ 
did audience that listened. At the 
close of his remarks introducing Com- 
tade Eugene V. Debs, the memories of 
the great strike of six years ago were 
revived by John Lloyd, one of the “Old 
Guard of. ’94,” who stepped upon the 
platform and presented to Comrade 
bebs a gorgeous bouquet of red roses 
bound with a white ribbon, on which 
»as printed the letters "A.R. U.” Here 
occurred the first great demonstration 
, of the evening. The first speaker stood 
JKady to deliver the first speech in the 
. ^rst national campaign of the Social 
hDemocratic party of America. The 
t^reception was tremendous in its earnest- 
feflos; it was, as one daily newspaper 
“tid, “a great ovation to a public man." 
®in and again the vast audience rose 
l«ound after round of applause; hand- 
"ichiefs, flags and banners were waved, 
"1 and women cheered and yelled for 
minutes, as Debs, smiling and 


modest, bowed in acknowledgment. 
When the storm subsided he spoke 
as follows: 

DEBS’ SPEECH 
Ladies :ind Gcnt!cmen;— 

No words of nunc can possibly express my 
appreciation of this beautiful testimonial (a 
bouguet of roscs^ of tile esteem and love of 
my old comrades, the members of the Ameri¬ 
can Railway Union. 1 can only- say that, like 
the rosebud under the inlluenec of sunshine 
and snower, my heart opens to receive their 
bencuLiion. 

Ufic tinly vital issue in the present campai^gn 
springs from the private ownership of the 
means of production and it involves the whole 
guestion of political equality, economic ircc- 
dom and sbeial progress. Tins fundamei.-.al 
issue has been studiously ignored by both the 
Republican and Democratic parties: it has 
been clearly stated and squarciy met by the 
Social Democratic party. The alleged issues 
of the old parties arc all rooted in'the exist¬ 
ing economic system, which system they art- 
pledged to preserve and to perpetuate, and 
which the Social Democratic party is 
pledged to abolish. 

The contest to-day is for the control of 
government by three separate classes, with 
conflicting interests, into which modern so¬ 
ciety has been divided in the development of 
the competitive system. The cap.taiist class 
is represented by the Repnbticaii party; the 
ini.dtllc class is represented by the Democratic 
party; the working class is represented by the 
Social Democratic party. Each of these par¬ 
ties is commuted to the economic interests 
of the class it represents. 

The Republican piatlorm is a self-congratu¬ 
lation of the dominant capitalist class. 
“Rrosperity galore, give us four years more.” 
The Democratic platform is the wail and cry 
of the perishing middle class; calamity with¬ 
out end. The Social Democratic p.aiform is 
an indictment of the capitalist system; it is 
the call to class consciousness and political 
action of the exploited working class; and it 
is a ringing declaration in. favor of co.lectivc 
ownership of ail the means of production and 
distribution, as the clarion voice of economic 
freedom. 

Parties, like individuals, act from motives 
of self-interest. The piatform of a party is 
simply the political expression of the economic 
interests of the Class it represents. The 
Democratic party differs from the Republican 
party as the small capitalist differs from the 
large capitalist; it is a difference in degree 
only. The Socialist party differs from them 
both as the exploited wage-worker differs 
from his exploiter; the difference here is not 
in degree but in kind. The Republican party 
is in favor of expansion, the acquisition of 
foreign territory; a colonial policy. Wliy? 
Senator Beveridge says, because we arc the 
trustees of Jehovah. But Senator Depew, 
who is a man somewhat older, may be per- 
mitled to answer. Mr. Depew says: "The 
markets for the products of our farms and fac¬ 
tories accessible by the Atlantic ocean will 
soon be filled, but across the Pacific are 
numberless opportunities. Within a distance 
from Manila not much greater than Havana 
is from New York, live nine hundred mil¬ 
lions of people, purchasing now annually from 
all nations of the tfiings which they produce, 
to the sum of one thousand millions of dol¬ 
lars, of which we furnish five per cent; that 
five per cent should be fifty per cent.” The 
getting of the forty-five per cent constitutes 
"The White Man's Burden.” Mr. Depew also 
says, “What is the tendency of the future? 
Why this war in South Africa? Why this 
hammering at the gates of Pekin? Why this 
marching of troops from Asia to Africa?” 
Why? It is because the surplus production 
of civilized countries of modern times is 
greater than civilization can consume; it is 
because this over-production comes back to 
stagnation and poverty. The American pep- 
plc produce two billion dollars’ worth more 
than they can consume. 

The Democratic party is flatly opposed to 
this policy; it denounces it as imperialism and 
declares that that is the paramount issile of 
the campaign. The difference between these 
two capitalist parties upon so-called para¬ 
mount issues is so clear as to be self-evident. 
The small capitalists represented by the Dem¬ 
ocratic party lack the modem economic 
equipment necessary in the struggle for the 
control of foreign markets. They have none 
of the surplus products which must be dis¬ 
posed of to avoid stagnation. Upon the other 
hand, the expanding markets for which the 
large capitalists are struggling will extend 
their lease of power and greatly augment it. 
The vast foreign trade will develop aitjd en¬ 
able them the more easily to crush out their j 
small competitors in the middle class. This 
is the bone of contention between these two 
capitalist parties, and what is called the burn¬ 
ing issue of this campaign. 

In the Republican convention, the national 
convention that was held in the City of Phil¬ 
adelphia, a most remarkable address was de¬ 
livered by Senator Wolcott, the temporary 
chairman. Among other things, this gentle¬ 


man, eminent in the council of that party, 
said; ’'There is not an idle mill in the coun¬ 
try to-day.” This in the face of the fact that 
at that very time there were scorces of idle 
mills in the country, and multiplied thousands 
oi workingmen seeking iii vain for employ¬ 
ment. It Is my judgment that the man who 
makes such a statement as this in the face of 
existing facts, ought to be.sentenced to serve 
a term in tfic anthraate coal region. 

He furthermore said: "There is no man 
who labors with liis hands in all our brold do¬ 
main who cannot find work, and the scale of 
wages was never so high in the history of our 
country.” Another absolute falsehood. The 
Republican party touches this economic ques¬ 
tion as a vital point, but. as you will observe, 
does not attempt to grapple with it. In their 
platform we find this s'.atcment: "Wc recog¬ 
nize the necessity and propriety of the honest 
co-operation of capita! to meet new business 
conditions, and especially to extend our rapid¬ 
ly increasing foreign trade, but w-c condemn 
all conspiracies and combinations intended to 
restrict business, to creat monopolies, to limit 
production or to control prices, and favor 
sucli legislation as will effectively restrain and 
prevent all such abus-e.s.” If the Republican 
party favors legislation restricting such , 
abuses, 'w-hy has it not enacted such legisla- 
tion when it has been in absolute control of 
every department of the government during 
the past three years? "Wages in every de¬ 
partment of labor have been maintained at 
high rates, higher than ever before.” 

In Mr. McKinley’s letter of acceptance we 
find this statement: "Prosperity ■ abounds 
p-erywhere throughout the republic.” This 
is doubtless true from the standpoint of the 
interests of the class he represents. 'The worst 
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Prof. Geo. D. Herron Commits Himself to 
Political Socialist Movement to Stay 
Until it is Triumphant 


IS GIVEN WARM RECEPTION 


Overflow Meeting Held for Four Hours on State 
Street —Enthusiastic Crowds Hear 
Socialist Speakers 


THE PARADE A GREAT SUCCESS 


that can he said about the president is, that 
he has been absolutely true to the parly that 
elected him. "Combinations of capital,” he 
says, "which control the market in commodi¬ 
ties necessary to the general use of the people 
by suppressing natural and ordinary competi¬ 
tion, thus enhancing prices to the general 
i consumer, are obnoxious to the common law 
i and the- public welfare. They arc dangerous 
I conspiracies against the public good, and 
j ought to be made the subject of prohibitory 
1 or penal legislation. Publicity will be a help- 
I ful influence to check this evil. Honest co- 
j operation of capital is necessary to meet new 
I business conditions and extend our rapidly- 
increasing iorcign trade, but conspiracies and 
combinations intended to restrict business, 
create monopolies and control classes, should 
be effectively restrained.” 

Just where the line is draw-n between honest 
combinations and vicious combinations he 
does not attemp' tc«a;- All combinations 
and monopolies privately owned and operated 
for private profit, arc vicious combinations. 
All monopolies owned and controlled by the 
people, in tile interests of the’ people, arc 
good combinations. 

Wc find by an examination of the Demo¬ 
cratic platform that substantially the same 
statements are made upon this question: 


was the master of what his labor produced. 
Jl was a very slow age, meagre of results; it 
required ten to sixteen hours daily labor to 
enable the working man to supply his ma¬ 
terial wants. It was then the machine em¬ 
anated from the brain -of labor; it was de¬ 
signed to aid the laboring man. so that he 
could provide for his social, moral and in¬ 
tellectual improvement. 

At this point an industrial revolution began. 
The machine, the new tool of production, 
passed'from the control of the working man 
-who used it, into that of the newly developed 
class. The sthall employer became a capital¬ 
ist, and the employe became a wage work¬ 
er, and they began to grow apart. 'The ma¬ 
chine was crude and imperfect at first; it in¬ 
creased production, it began to displace the 
working man. it pushed him out of the shop 
into the street. The working man, forced 
into idleness, became a tramp. I have said 
again and again that I am with the tramp, 
and against the system of society that made 
him a. tramp. 

The machine became more perfect day by- 
day; it lowered' the -wage of the worker, and 
in due course of time it became so perfect 
that it could be operated by the unskilled la¬ 
bor of the woman, and she became a factor in 
indtislry. The owners of these machines were 
in competition with each other for trade in 
the market;, it was war; cheaper and cheap¬ 
er production was demanded, and cheaper 
and cheaper labor was demanded. In the 
march of time it became necessary to with¬ 
draw the children from school, and these ma¬ 
chines came to be operated by the deft touch 
of the fingers of the child. In the first stage 
machine was in competition with man. in the 
next, man in competition with both, and in 
the next the child in competition with the 
whole combination. Today there arc more 
than three millions of women engaged in in- 


Privat - monopolies arc indcicnsiblc and ] dtistrial pursuits itt the United States, and 


intolerable. Tliey destroy competition.” 
Observe that both the Republican party 
and the Democratic party arc in 
favor of competition, tht existing sys¬ 
tem. They condemn its tendencies, its 
fraud, but they stiil favor the system itself. 
“They destroy competition, control the price 


more than two millions of children. It is not 
a question of white labor or black labor, or 
male labor or female labor or child labor, 
in this system; it is solely a question of cheap 
labor, without reference to the effect upon 
mankind. 

The simple tool of production became an 


of all matcuial and ol the finished product.’ 1 excellent machine, it necessitated the co-op- 
thus robbing both the purchaser and eon- i eration ami concentration of capital. The tool 
’ - 'of production w-as, no longer owned and con¬ 

trolled by the working man who used it. It 


suiiicr; they lessen the employment of labor; 
arbitrarily fix the terms and conditions there¬ 
of and deprive individual energy and small 
capital of every opportunity for liettermcnt. 
They are the most efficient agent yet devised 
for appropriating efforts of indus’try to the 
benefit of the'fe-w at the expense of the many. 
They are fostered by Republican laws and 


w-as owned by the class who didn’t use it, 
and w-as used by a class who didn’t own it. 

The owners of the machine want profi’ and 
the users ol the machine w-ant wages. Their 
economic interests arc absolutely in conflict. 

_ _ _ diametrically opposite. What is good for 

they are protected by the RepublTcaii "ad- i oir "o* Rood for the other, 
ministration, in return for campaign subscrip- | It 'S ilt'S conflict ol interest which has given 
tions and political support. Corporations I rise to the modem class struggle which finds 
should be protected in all their rights, and I e.xprc5sion in strikes, lockouts, boycotts and 
their legitimate interests should he respected.” dr'P smted discontent. But 1 am not look- the tributaries of the bottomless reservoir of 
Corporations arc organized purely for pri- mB on the dark side of things. I aip in no | private profit. The face ol capitalist society 

vatc profit; the rights of the corporations to ■ sense a pessimist I am observ-ing the trend 
exploit the working class and exact tribute economic-development. I realize it is only 
from the people arc to be respected, accord- ! J* question of time until this concentration ol 
ing to the Democratic platform. ; industry will be completed. One department 


In Mr. Bryan's letter of acceptance it is 
staled that ’’Private monopoly is an outlaw.” 
and private monopoly is built absolutely upon 
private ownership. If Mr. Bryan is opposed 
to private monopoly why doesn’t he propose 
a public monopoly in its place? A public 
monopoly, built upon collective ownership, 
which converts a curse into a blessing to so- 
riely- He says: ’ I shall recommend such 
legislation as may be necessary- to dissolve 
every private monopoly which does business 
outside the state of its origin.” He might 
just as well attempt by legislation to pre¬ 
vent a river flowing outside the county in 
w-hich it has its source. "The Democratic 
party does not seek to embarrass capitalists 
engaged in a legitimate business, but it does 
protest against capitalists entering politics 
and attempting to assume control of the 
instrumentalities of government.” 

Now. my friends, we observe after exam¬ 
ining both these platforms, that both the Re¬ 
publican and Democratic parties are in favor 
of the private ownership of the means of pro¬ 
duction and distribution. They are in favor 
of the existing wage system. There is abso¬ 
lutely lio difference between them. Upon the 
other hand the Social Democratic party, 
standing upon a platform declaring in favor 
ol collective ownership ol the means of pro- 
dnetion. declares to the world that there is no 
other solution of this economic problem. 

There is an economic revolution in this and 
other countries in which modem industry 
has been developed in the past century. We 
have been so completely engaged in competi¬ 
tive labor that we are utterly oblivious of the 
fact. A century ago M(ork was done by hand 
very largely, or with simple primitive tools. 
How to make a living was an easy question. 
The boy learned a trade, served his appren¬ 
ticeship. and the skill inherent in the trade 
secured steady employment for him at fair 
wages, by virtue of which he could provide 
for his family, educate his children and dis¬ 
charge the duties of good citizenship. In that 
day the working man owned and controlled 
the tools with which he worked and was vir¬ 
tually his own employer. Not only this, be 


' after another is being monopolized in this 
march of concentration: the interests of lhe.se 
trusts arc so completely interwoven that in 
the near future there w-ill be a trust of trusts. 
In this trust the middle class, representing 
the small capitalists, is being crushed and 
ground beneath the upper mill stone of con¬ 
centration of capital and the nether mill stone 
of vanishing patronage. 

The working man has been impoverished. 
Kxaminmg Ifie reports I find that during the 
oast fifty years of the age of the machine, his 
producing rapacity has steadily increased, 
but upon the other hand in the competitive 
pressure, his wage has steadily dimip'shed. 
The more he produces the worse he is off He 
cannot consume what he produces. The more 
he produces the more there is an over-pro¬ 
duction based upon under-consumpt’on. The 
factories c'osy down and he finds himself out 
of empIoymcHl and the reason sugge'Ls itself: 
he no longer works for himself, he /orks for 
another, lor a wage that represent* 'jut a small 
share of what his labor produces. This ac¬ 
counts for the fact that periodically the coun¬ 
try is afflicted with over-production: this ac¬ 
counts for the fact that the large capitalists 
are struggling to open new markets lor the 
sale of surplus goods, the very goods our own 
people here at home are suffering for the want 
of. In this great competitive system the mom- 
moth department store is sapping the life cur¬ 
rents of the small shop keeper: the great 
bonanza farm is driving the small farmer to 
bankruptcy and ruin. 

No power on earth can arrest this concen¬ 
tration. It is paving the way for a new eco¬ 
nomic system, a new social order. Socialists 
understand its trend: they are beginning to 
organize in every village and every hamlet, 
every to»-n and every city, of every slate and 
territory in the country. They are organizing 
their forces beneath the conquering banner of 
economic equality. 

A century and a quarter ago this country 
witnessed a mighty struggle for political 
equality, the right of man to govern this 
country and the formation of this republic 
was the crowning glory of the century. To¬ 


day there is another struggle going forward 
for economic equality. 11 men arc fit to be 
politic.il equals, - they arc also fit to be eco¬ 
nomic equals. If they are economic equals, 
they will be social equals; class distinctions 
will disappear from human society forever. 

Look over in the dirfction of Europe; we 
observe that the Socialists there are organ¬ 
izing day by day; that before their conquer¬ 
ing march the thrones arc beginning to trem¬ 
ble and will, within the next few years, tot¬ 
ter to their fall. The same movement is 
spreading over the United States. Its prog¬ 
ress has not been so rapid here for the reason 
that we have had a new country, and until 
recently there has been some opportunity 
for individual initiative. But no country on 
the face of the globe has been so completely 
exploited within so short a space of time as 
the United States of America. 

Socialists arc organizing lor the purpose 
oi securing control of this government. Hav¬ 
ing conquered the political ppwer upon the 
platform that declares in favor ol collective 
ownership in the name of the people, they 
will lake possession of industry. It will al¬ 
ready have been organized to meet co-oper- 
aticn, that is to say, self-operation, in the 
development of the capitalist system. In¬ 
dustry will be rescued ftom cupidity; it will 
be co-operative in every department ol human 
industry. The badge of labor will no longer 
be the badge of servitude. Every man will 
gladly do his share of the world’s useful work. 
Every man can then honestly enjoy his share 
of the ivorid’s blessings. Esery machine will 
be a blessing to mankind because it will serve 
to reduce the number of hours constituting a 
day’s work, and the work day will be short¬ 
ened in exact proportion to the progress of 
invention. Labor will no longer be bought 
and sold in the markets of the world. We will 
not make things for sale, but will make things 
to use. We will fill the world with wealth' 
and every man can have all that he can ra- 
‘tionally use. Kent, interest and profit, three 
forms of exploitation will disappear forever. 

Every man will have the same inherent 
right to work that he has to live; he will re¬ 
ceive the full product of his labor. The soul 
will no longer be dominated by the sto'mach. 
Men and women will be economically free; 
life will lio longer be a struggle for bread; 
then the children of men can b^egin the march 
to the highest type of civilization that this 
world has ever known. 

The abolishing of the capitalist system does 
not merely mean the emancipation ol the 
working class, but of all society. It will level 
upward to higher and nobler elevation. This 
earth lor the first lime since it was flung into 
space will be a habitable globe; it will be 
fit for good men and good women to live in. 

The existing system is unspeakably cruel; 
the lilc currents of old age and childhood are 


is blotched with the effects of a diseased or¬ 
ganism. What is the estate of Christendom 
today? We boast of our civilization, and yet 
every Christian nation on the face of the 
globe is armed to the teeth. Against whom? 
•Against heathens, barbarians, savages? No, 
against other Christian nationsi And the 
world pays its highest tribute to that form 
of ingenuity that enables us to destroy the 
most human lives' m -the shortest space of 
time. Go to the city of Washington today 
with a device that will enable you to destroy 
one hundred thousand lives in a second, and 
your fame and your fortune are made. Is that 
civilization in the proper sense of the term? 
We must bear in mind, my friends, that com- 
' petition is war; that war is the normal state 
of capitalism. 

If there were no gold in the Ttansvaal, 
there would be no British soldiers, there. If 
there were no prospect of acquiring material 
wealth in the Philippines, we would not 
worry ourselves into premature graves be¬ 
cause the Filipinos lack capacity for self-gov¬ 
ernment. Those wars were declared by the 
spirit of commercial conquest. 'They are nec¬ 
essary to the de\elopment of the capitalist 
system. With the end of capitalism comes the 
end of war, and the inau^ration of peace. 

In the march of invention space-has almost 
been annihilated; the nations of the earth are 
being drawn into closer relation with each 
other. In the new social order, each nation 
will have its place in the sisterhood of na¬ 
tions. just as every man will have his place 
in the brotherhood of men. 

I will do what little I can to hasten the 
coming of the day when war shall curse this 
earth no more. 1 am not a patriot in the 
sense in which that term is defined in the 
lexicon of capitalism. I have no ambition 
to kill my fellowman, and I am quite certain 
that I have no ambition to be killed. When 
I think of a cold, glittering, steel bayonet be¬ 
ing pushed into the soft, white, quivering 
flesh of a human body I recoil with horror. 

All hail to Socialism! You may retard it, 
you can hasten its coming by your actions; 
but you cannot defeat it, you 'cannot prevent 
it. It is coming just as certain as the rivers 
find their way to the sea. It is not yet a 
popular institution. It is right. A hall a 
tllsmslaaMl on Socond Pago) 
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Christ said: “It is easier for a camel 
to go through the eye of a needle than 
for a rich man to enter the kingdom of 
God”—a cartoon showing the hunjp- 
backed capitalists wriggling in the eye of 
a needle would be an object lesson and. 
immensely interesting. It is Ratifying 
to know there is one place where the 
investment of stolen money will not 
avail to help its possessor in a pinch. 
Old Rockefeller, for instance,will have to 
pipe himself through, with the probabil¬ 
ity of laniling at last, when his royal 
cloven-footed highness has a cinch on 
brimstone. 


setts, especially in the municipalitv 
wer which he presides, where the Socii 
Democratic party of America elected 
its first mayor. 

Then came what was distinctively 
the most significant incident in the 
onward march of. Socialism in this 
country since the Indianapolis conven¬ 
tion, the speech of Prol. George D 
Herron. He had shortened his trio 
abroad, denying himself the pleasure 
of visiting Leo Tolstoi, in order to 
make public avowal of his full sympa¬ 
thy with political Socialism and to bear 
his share in the first national campaign 
of the paity. Comrade Herron was 
given a tremendously cordial reception 
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trict. Forty speeches a day from Bryan 
could not “change the drift” or deceive 
a single Social Democrat. The Bryan- 
olators will get on to our curves after 
awhile; they will learn that men once 
converted to Socialism (in the Fifth Dis¬ 
trict and everywhere else) are not to 
be turned away from their principles by 
a speech from any old-party capitalist 
politician. 


^rial democratic l^cralti 


PuBUBxss Emt Satobdat bt m 

SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF AMERICA 
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centurj- ago the institution of chattel slavery 
was very popular in the United Slates. It 
was doomed to disappear. There were thou¬ 
sands who believed that it was criminal and 
unjust; that it ought to be overthrown, but 
they did not have the courage of their con¬ 
victions; they dared not speak out. There 
were a few, hosvcvcr, who stood erect. They 
were agitators in their way, and they were 
coicred with odium. William Lloyd Garri¬ 
son was one of them. Not a great while ago 
in Newberry Parish in Massachusetts I saw 
a little church where the bells rung to as¬ 
semble a mob to attack him when he at¬ 
tempted to make a speech against slavery. 
Wendell Phillips was another. Elijah Love- 
joy was another. In 1837 in Alton, Ill., Eli¬ 
jah Lovejoy published the Alton Observer; 
a committee of friends called on him and said: 
■'You will have to stop these attacks on slav¬ 
ery, our people believe in it.” Mr. Lovejoy 
said; I have sworn eternal opposition to it, 
and I will not turn back." They called on him 
again. He said: "I can die at my post, but 
1 will not desert.” His priming office was at¬ 
tacked and he was moblted and murdered- 
The slate of Illinois applauded the crime.. 
Sixty years after the grandchildren of the 
men who murdered him erected a monument 
above his self-sacrificed dust in memory of 
his name. These men were great men, be¬ 
cause they dared to be true to themselves and 
to their convictions of right and duty. They 
didn’t ask; “Is it popular, can I afford it, 
docs it pay?" They simply asked: "Is it 
right?” and satisfying themscis'es that it was 
right, they stood by it without fear of consc: 
quences. 

.\h, my friends, this movement of Socialism 
svill be popular in the next few years. It is 
moving forward in all directions; every man, 
woman and child in the land is vitally inter¬ 
ested in it. Sufh a meeting as this is im¬ 
mensely suggestive, immensely significant; it 
bears testimony to the fact that men and 
women are thinking upon this great question 
as they have never thought before; they re¬ 
alize that the'world is tpcmbling on the 
verge of the greatest organic change in hu¬ 
man history. z\nd the Socialists realize that 
the next ruling class of.the world will be the 
working class. So they arc pressing forward 
step by step- until the minority they repre¬ 
sent today becomes the majority, and' seizes 
the reins of government and inaugurates the 
system of the co-operative commonwealth. If 
you believe in these conquering principles we 
ask you to join the new crusade and stand- 
side by side with us. and cast your lot with 
Socialism and cast your votes for the Social 
Democratic party and hasten the day of its 
triumph. ■ 

I would address a few words to those who 
are in sympathy with the Social Democratic 
party, but who hesitate to vote lor it for fear 
they may lose their votes. Let me say to 
you: It is infinitely better to vole for free¬ 
dom and fail than to vote for slavery and suc¬ 
ceed. The Social Democratic party also ap¬ 
peals to the considerate judgment and the 
common sense of the middle class of the 
coumry. 'This class is doomed to disappear 
in the march of the capitalist system; it is 
only a question of a short time until the mid¬ 
dle class will be ,in the working clas^ And the 
sooner the better. For the middle' class the 
best investment of the little capital that still 
remains for you, is to put it in Socialistic 
propaganda. It is possible that yon may reach 
your journey’-s end in safety, but how will it 
be with your son? You have a boy twelve 
..r thirtern or fourteen years of age; if you 
have that solicitude for him a good parent 
should have for his child, this question can 
cause you no little concern. He can no long-_ 
er learn a trade; there is not a trade but that' 
is crowded to overilowing. If he spends three 
'or four years learning a - trade he will find 
that a machine has arrived there in advance 
of him. He has no capital. He has simply 
his bare hands that represent his labor power. 
He cannot buy a factory; he is_ compelled 
from the very nature of tfie situation to offer 
his labor power, that is to say himself, for 
sale. If he is fortunate he becomes a wage 
slave. But even the privilege of selling him¬ 
self into bondage may be denied him. and he 
may become a tramp. We cannot tell, for in 
this system everything is insecure, in doubt, 
uncertain; you may be worth forty or. fifty 
thousand dollars today and a bankrupt next 
week or next month, and in the very sunset of 
your life the poothouse looms in your vision. 

Is it not possible to improve upon such a 
condition as this? Yes, by the intelligent 
application of the principles of Socialism. We 
live in the most favored land beneath the 
bending sky. -We ha'/e all the raw materials 
and the most marvelous machinery; millions 
of eager inhabitants seeking employment. 
Nothing is so easily produced as wealth, and 
no man should suffer for the need of it; and 
in a rational, economic system poverty will 
be a horror of the past; the penitentiaries 
will be depopulated, and the shadow of the 
gallows will no longer fall upon the land. 
Co-operative industry carried forward in the 
interest of all the people, that is the founda¬ 
tion of the new social order; economic free¬ 
dom for every huipan being on earth; no 
man compelled to depend on the arbitrary will 
of another for the right or opportunity to 
create enough to supply his material wants. 
There will still be competition among men; 
but it will not be for bread, it will be to excel 
in good works. Every man will work for the 
society in which he lives, and society will 
work in the interests of those who com¬ 
pose ik 

I look into the future with absolute confi¬ 
dence. When I strain my vision the slightest 
I can see the first rising rays of the sun of 
the co-operative commonwealth; it will look 
down on a nation in which men and women— 
I say, men and women, because in the new 
social order, women will stand side by' side 
with men, the badge of inferiority will be 
taken from her brow, and we will enjoy the 
enraptured vision of a land without a master, 
a lapd without a slave. 

Comrade Deb.s was followed by Com¬ 
rade Herman C. Perry, candidate for 
governor of Illinois—a man from the 
mines of Spring Valley. The audience 
had rapturously applauded every telling 
point made by the presidential candi¬ 
date, but gave Comrade Perry a recep¬ 
tion that showed it bad not e.xhausted 
itself. With no pretense whatever to 
oratory, Comrade Perry made a telling 
speech, every sentence carrying with it 
the conviction that the speaker was a 
true and thoroughly class-conscious 
Social Dfcmocrat and a man of genuine 
worth, in whom confidence was not 
mi.splaccd. 

He "was followed by Mayor J. C. 
Chase of Haverhill, Mass., who told of 
the progress of Socialism in Massachu¬ 
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TWO-CENTS-A-DAY PROSPERITY 

The Indiana Bureau of Statistics pub¬ 
lished it bulletin reviewing the condition 
of organized• labor in Indiana for the 
year,ending M.ay 31, 19010. Rcspo.itic.s 
to inquiries were received from 408 
unions, having a membership of 24421. 
These union workers, it is shown, had 
average employment during the year 
of 78 days, at rn average wage of $1.86 
a day, giving an average income of 
8145.08. 

The highest number of days that any¬ 
one of the 24421 men was employed 
was 162, at an average wage of $147, 
giving a yearly income of $238.14. 

In view of capitalistic class contention 
that wage earners are prospertjiis, and 
their dinner pails well filled, it becomes 
interesting and instructive to analyze the 
foregoing official figures. 

The union working man, receiving an 
annual income of $145.08, has for his 
support and that of his family for the 365 
(lays of the year, 4 cents a day. 

The union working man who was eni- 
and secured an income 
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Socialism proposes a new civilization. 
The present civilization is symbolized by 
the gun, the fetter and the tag. Old 
Isaiah, the poet prophet, saw a time 
when nations should learn war no more, 
when swords should be beaten "into 
ploughshares and spears into pruning 
hooks”—in a word, he saw the time 
when Socialism should come. Come it 
ha.s—the present is its dawn. If men 
will vote the Social Democratic ticket 
they will expedite the full-orbed noon of 
the new civilization. 
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Social Democratic Party 


If the Social Democratic party were 
in power, what would it do? Well, it 
would take the injunction screws and 
fetters and bludgeons out of the consti¬ 
tution. and out of the hands of a gang 
of autocratic judges—and never more, 
in this land would the flag wave over 
state or national troops engaged in 
.shooting impoverished working men. 

Every star in the blue concave shines 
for freedom: every wind that blows sings 
an anthem for freedom, and every So¬ 
cialist in the campaign has his or her 
battle cry—freedom. It must come. The 
eternal years of (iod are pledged for the 
emancipation of men from the cruel 
grasp of ca])italistic taskmasters. 

The old ptirties are singing with 
tnelifliuous cadence the spider's song to 
the lly. But working men have heard it 
in every campaign—some of them have 
been caught anil robbed—but rot all of 
them. .-\s Lincoln would say: "'\'ou 
can't fool all of the workingmen of the 
countrv all the time." 


can best scree the world and the cause of 
Socialism as well, by telling the truth exactly 
as 1 see it, or seem to see it. I will never 
limit the liberty of another man’s soul, nor 
permit any man or party to limit the liberty 
of my souk I will not tell lies to support the 
truth, or conceal one truth for the sake of 
helping another truth, or be anything else 
than wholly frank with all men. everywhere. 

I will not evade bearing witness to exactly 
what 1 seem to sec this year in order to be 
consistent with something I may have said 
last year. I will not tell anything less or more 
than the whole truth as I sec it at the moment 
I am siteaking, to support any party, or even 
to support the throne of God itself. More 
than anything else, the world needs nfen who 
will confess the truth exactly as they see it, 
and stand by that truth in the faith that it will 
he its own witness; in the faith that it needs 
no tactics or concealment or scheming lor its 
support. If economic Socialism means any¬ 
thing. it means just this liberty of every man 
to take a free look at life and all its prob¬ 
lems and to be gladly heard by his comrades 
while he tells what he secs. 

When I lelt Chicago last January for Egypt 
and eastern lands, I had the intention of stay¬ 
ing across the seas until a later lime than the 
present. For many weeks I was living tenl- 
lifc in S>Tia, out of ilic rcacli of letter and 
newspaper communication with America. 
Only recently, on coming into Europe, have 
I understood something of the beginning and 
meaning of the American Socialist move¬ 
ment. 1 could have gone on with my plans 
and have committed myseli to the cause of 
political Socialism at a later period. The 
Socialist movement does not seem to me to 
have yet taken its coherent and conquering 
form in the politics of America. But when I 
saw that -American Socialism was actually in 
the political melting-pot, being tried by. fire 
in order that it might come forth as a national 
effort for that freedom and fullness of life 
which was promised by our fathers, then I 
also saw that my place was in the melting- 
pot. I could not wait until Socialism should 
he altogether pleasing to me in all of its a$- 
l>ccts, or until I should he altogether pleasing 
to Socialism in some of my views of life; my 
place was with my comrades, sharing with 
them in the struggles, the d-.'fcats and dis¬ 
graces, that are always involved in the first 
creative steps of an organized movement. So 
I gave up my plans of travel, and am-here to 
publicly commit myself to the political So¬ 
cialist movement as the only collective ex¬ 
pression of the things ! have preached from 
this Central Music Hall p alform in the name 
of Christ. And i am here to slay until the 
Co-operative Commonwealth be established, 
or until the possibilities of my life be ex¬ 
hausted in helping American labor to con¬ 
sciously and nobly express itself in a coher¬ 
ent effort towards that order of socitey that 
shall change labor from a curse into a song! 
and the lot of labor from poverty and strug¬ 
gle to fullness an 1 freedom and gladness of 
life. 

It mav be that the American Socialist party 
is yet to be formed. If that be tVue. all of 
us who call ourselves Socialists are ready to 
form in in any party that shall truly stand (or 
the cause and philosophy of S<x:ialism. It il 
to Socialism itself we are committing our¬ 
selves to-night, and not to any particular party 
as a final expression of Socially. Socialism 
is larger than any sect or any party or any 
definition or creed. It fias no Bible except 
the living human facts as they unfold. The 
particular, name or party under which. Social¬ 
ism shall finally come is not here important- 
The thing of importance is this, that we now 
have an opportunity to politically express 
ourselves in a movement which is at least the 
germ of the great American Socialism that is 
to fulfill what was good and true in the De¬ 
mocracy of our fathers. 

Three great lines are converging in the 
American Socialist outcome.' We must name 
the firs( the Socialist Labor people who 
brought from Europe to America what is 
sometimes called dogmatic Socialism. ThesB 
men have seemed to some of. us to be secta¬ 
rian and harsh, and to have carried class con¬ 
sciousness into class hatred But is it to be 
wondered at that they have been.hitter and 
dogmatic in their advocacy of Socialism, and 
in their attacks upon the capitalistic order? 
Our early Socialists were men who had them¬ 
selves experienced the bitterness and devas¬ 
tation of life that comes to labor in the ser¬ 
vice of capitalism; they were men who spelled 
out their Karl Marx iri the hideous misery of 
sweat-shops; men who pawned their thread¬ 
bare coats to print their tracts. They were 
Socialists when it took a fanatic and a hero 
to be a Socialist; Socialists when to be known 
as a Socialist meant hunger or starvation for 
themselves and their lamilies. They were 
men who made brave and pitiful self-sacrifices 
for one another as comrades; men who. how¬ 
ever fierce, practiced towards each other some 
of the ethics which we Christians ire not even 
heroic enough to preach. Theae men do not 
make a Bible of their Marx, and they under¬ 
stand as well as any of us that ibe economic 
philosophy of fifty yeari ago will have to be 
recast in the mold of present American facts 
and ideals. 3\'hat they now jnttl^ aak is. that 
Socialism, nnder whatever name it appears, or 
by whatever party it is btouglto before tbc 


ployed 162 days, 
of $238.14. has for his support and that 
of his faintly for the 365 days of the year. 
6'/i cents a day. 

The basic figures of the foregoing 
calculations are official, published by 
John B. Connor, a Republican, and chief 
of the bureau. 

The picture of prosperity painted by 
the chief of the bureau exhibits a condi¬ 
tion of haggard poverty that defies ex¬ 
aggeration. It sliows to wha? depth of 
deprivation the capitalistic class has re¬ 
duced even organized labor in Indiana, 
which is doubtless as itrosjierous as any 
other state in the Union—a condition 
which voices trunipct-toncd the neces¬ 
sity for the changed condition which 
the Social Democratic party is laboring 
to secure. 

Pursuing the' subject briefly: If the 
man securing an income of $145.08 has 
a wife then they must subsist on 2 cents 
a day each for the 3f)5 days of the year. 
If there arc three in the family they 
must subsist on i cent end 3 mills a 
day. z\nil the union workman securing 
an income of $238.14 must be content 
with 6 cents and 5 mills a day for every 
day in the year. Ihit if he is a man of a 
family, say four in all, they must sub¬ 
sist on I cent and 6 mills a clay. 

Such i.s the official presentation of the 
conditions of organized labor in Indiana. 

But the chief of the bureau 
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A SYSTEM OF RAPINE 

There are in the United States twen¬ 
ty millions of wage workers. No one 
pretends that they receive the compen- 
.sation for their labor that simple justice 
demands. Every thoughtful man knows 
that the employers of this vast army of 
toilers, the capitalistic class, pocket the 
difference between what they earn and 
what they receive. The New 'York 
Journal (jf Commerce, a conservative 
jiaper, wearing no party tag, estimates 
the increased wealth of the country dur¬ 
ing the past ten years at $25,exx),000,000 
—twenty-five billion dollars! Who has 
got this vast sum of wealth? Not the 
men who earned it. It has gone to swell 
the dazzling fortunes of the few. The 
facts arc incontrovertible. Tliey admit 
of no successful denial. How is the rob¬ 
bery practiced-? That is the supreme 
question. 

A few simple piopositions worked out 
by plain arithmetical calculation ser\'e 
to solve, at least in part, the problem. 

If 20,(XX),0(X) of toilers arc despoiled 
of 5 cents a day for 31x3 working dav-s 
in a year the robbery amounts to the 
sum of $300,000,000. 

If they are robbed of 10 cents a day, 
which they fiave honestly earned, the an¬ 
nual piracy swells to ^600.000.000. 

If 15 cents a day is withheld by the 
capitalistic class the spoliation amounts 
to $9<X),(XX),0<X) a year. Such exhibits of 
rapine do no violence to facts and are 
worthy of consideration. 

The purpose of the Social Democratic 
party is to so shape industrial affairs that 
toilers shall receive all they earn, thus 
equitably distributing the vast accpnui- 
lations of wealth which labor brings to 
the country. 


Teddy life Terrible would be a win¬ 
ning card in a dime museum by the side 
of the tatooed chief from the Fiji Islands 
or the latest importation of the orang¬ 
outang from Borneo. Chasing Jack- 
rahttit theories of empire is too spectac¬ 
ular for ])lain peo|)le. 


In Plutonian darknes.s, amidst fire 
damp, a lurking hell, the miners of Penn¬ 
sylvania toil for a starvation pittance, 
and when they strik^for food, for home 
and family, troops are ordered out to 
kill them. Socialism would change that 
sort of civilization. 


seem¬ 
ingly dazed by conclusions to which he 
was driven by his own figures, and de¬ 
sirous of lifting himself out of his di¬ 
lemma by his boot straps, seeks to pla¬ 
cate the capitalistic class by supposing 
that every man works 312 d.ay,-; in the 
year and thereby secures an income of 
$577.72. But his effort to supply fancy 
for fact only sinks him deeper in the 
mire, from which he seeks to extricate 
himself. 

The fact remains labor, whether or- 
gani.zed or unorganized, is not prosper¬ 
ous. nor can it be under capitalistic 
methods. Socialism solves the jirohlem, 
and only Socialism is equal to the hercu¬ 
lean task. 


.'^ocialisrit demands moral courage of 
the highest order. Its shibboleth is 
emancipation, the one redeeming word 
of the ages, coined by God Himself, 
when he ordered the ])rophet, priest and 
judge to ''Harken to the voice of the 
people.” 


The ideas ol the Social Democratic 
party constitute its capital. The moment 
a man owns himself he becomes a capi¬ 
talist, more, a sovereign. He wears 
neither fetters nor tag, and e.xpands to 
full proportions of a free man. 


If politics is the science of govern¬ 
ment the anthracite coal miners of Penn¬ 
sylvania would like to have a change of 
science, and they can have it by voting 
for the Socialist principles and candi¬ 
dates. 


NOTES AND COMMENT 


“Split of the Socialists. One faction 
seeks to b.ir the other from the official 
ballot.” This is the heading to-a dis¬ 
patch from Springfield, Ill., dated Sept. 
29, which says that Thos. J. Morgan of 
this city, “acting as representative of 
the united Socialist forces of the State,” 
has filed objection to placing the cap¬ 
tion “Social Labor Party” on the offi¬ 
cial ballot. In doing so he claimed to 
represent an organization which is in¬ 
corporated as ''The Socialist Labor 
Party." The Herald has no information 
as to the specific instructions given to 
Mr. Morgan as the “representative of 
the unite(J Socialist forces,but we are 
quite sure that if the committee of the 
forces (united for political action in the 
present campaign) empowered him to 
resort to paltry technicalities to disfran¬ 
chise any body of men and preventing 
a free expression of their preferences 
at the ballot box, then the committee 
made a great mistake and the Social 
Democratic branches in Illinois will not 
stand to be made a party to such petty 
interference with the political rights 
of others. 


WE HAVE ’EM WORRIED 

We have them guessing good and 
hard in Indiana and the Bryanites are 
thoroughly scared, while the -McKin- 
Icyites have in the past week learned 
there is going to be a big Socialist vote 
throughout the gas belt which was Ke- 
puhlican in 1896. The Indianapolis Press 
of September 24 had the following items, 
indicating that Debs is an important 
factor in the election: 

"If the Republicans are counting on 
the theory that all the- Debs votes will 
come from the Democratic party, they 
are making a grievous error. The bulk 
of the Debs vote in Indiana will come 
from the factories of the gas belt, which 
rolled up such great Republican major¬ 
ities in 1896. The resumption of work 
in the iron mills is a piece of great luck 
for the Republicans.” 

“The Democrats have on hand a 
scheme to break the backbone of the 
Socialist strength in Indiana by sending 
Bryan into the Fifth District for a num¬ 
ber of speecties. Debs livt.s in that dis¬ 
trict. and there is’noticeable a big stump 
to him among the laboring -people of the 
district. It is believed that a few speech¬ 
es from Bryan would change the drift, 
and he probably will speak at Terre 
Haute. Brazil, Martinsville and other 
Fifth District towns on October 6.” 

Mr. Bryan has already made one irsit 
to Indiana in response to the cry of hisi 
Hoosier following to help “break tha 
backbone of the S^ialist strength," ami 
every day since the Socialist propaganda! 
has shown increased activity amP vigor. 
Not a single man has been deflected 
from a firm purpose to support Siacial- 
isni by voting for the Socialist candidate. 

It will do the Demotrats and Mr. 
Bryan no good to go into the Fifth Dis¬ 


Thc capitalistic policy is to rifle the 
working class, and if they object call out 
the troops and rifle them till they are 
reduced to quietness. 


vote for the Social Democratic 
ticket is a vote for the prosperity of 
wage workers—not their degradation. 

A real good mark jto kick at is Mark 
Hanna. 


From a Lellar Written tqi 
8. ■. ionts, ol Toledo, 
. in February, 1900. 


I am (or brotherhood 
Socialism ,,, Desiring; 
not to influence the 
sit;ntnK ol petitiuni 
Irequesiini' him to run 
lur Congress!. 1 have 
carefully refrained from 
teying whom I am tor in 
the National Campaign 
DOW oa. . ; . 1 believe 
that here on this con¬ 
tinent is to be eet up 
the co-operative com¬ 
monwealth of equals. 
... I eball vote for W. 
J. Brvan ae the best 
way f know of to give 
expression to these 
sentiments, halltyfag 
him Is stand for what Is 
host la tha paMlo 000- 
selaaet of America to¬ 
day. 


Thfc difference be¬ 
tween the Bryan and- 
McKinley program is 
a difference in degree; 
it is the same in kind. 
I havt no faith In eilhtr; 
thty art bath evil. I am 
a Socialist. 1 .believe 
in brotherhood and 
cat only find peaet in 
adv<x:ating those prin¬ 
ciples that lead men 
to live brotherly. Mr. 
Bryan is idvteathii as 
■p'Jrtly dilsrani sal of 
priaefplot. 


The street fight and assault upon The¬ 
odore Roosevelt at Victor, (Colorado, 
was the legitimate and inevitable se¬ 
quence of a campaign of brag, bluster 
and bullying inaugurated by Roosevelt 
diimself. A braggart and refined black¬ 
guard hitriself. he ran up against the real 
thing. It was a disgraceful incident in 
his campaign which'he had invited. 
When it was over he said; “The more 
of this they give me the better I like it. 

was bully, sir, bully,!” which showed 
that what he wants as a feature of the 
campaign he enjoys, is the street brawl. 
-A choice candidate he for the piarty of 
Lincoln and Sumner. 



gtcfle, »hall base itself directly upon the fun- 
^agteotal fact that those, who live by selling 
dteie labor to capital must become class-con* 
• jeious of the fact that they are the rightful 
owoers and real producers oi the earth; and 
()iat this producing class must bravely and co¬ 
herently set to work to achieve its own lib- 
tfty from the capitalistic and labor-consuming 
mtem of industry. I do not see how any 
Socialist, or any nobly thoughtful man, can 
^^^:e this fundamental proposition, how- 
e*tt fiercely it may have been advocated. Nor 
„ do I se* fi®* American Socialism can be es- 
. ^hiished until American labor comes to such 
a consciousness of its manhood and worth as 
ihali lift it into mighty response to this 
0Ugbtiest task to which mankind has ever 
aammoned itself; the task of organizing out 
the materials of nature and history a co¬ 
herent and tree society, in which every man 
jhall inherit with every other man the re¬ 
sources and opportunities that open wholc- 
aess and gladness of life to the human soul. 

Another, converging line is that individual¬ 
ism which was the genius of our American 
political origins, and which was the meaning 
of eighteenth century political and social 
philosophy. The end which that individual- 
£m sought was right. Rousseau and Jeffer¬ 
son, and the French revolutionists, had a 
claim which shall be justly and fully acquit¬ 
ted in the court of American Socialism. So¬ 
cialism does not come to destroy but to ful¬ 
fill the ideals of liberty, fraternity and equal¬ 
ity which made our century so big with 
promises in its beginnings, and so sad and 
skeptic with failure in its endings. The lib¬ 
erty which early American aspiration sought 
can be fulfilled only in the association which 
Socialism offers; individualism can be ful¬ 
filled only in collectivism. I have often 
said, from this platform, that no man can 
he free, or ought to be free, until all men are 
free, TTie whole world is cns.aved as long as 
there remains a single slave on the cartli. Lib¬ 
erty is a social achievement, and must be 
achieved by men together; not in competition 
srith each other. American Democracy, which 
originally meant voluntary co-oitcration as thd 
order of state, will soon be lost, even 
as an ideal, unless it realize itself in Demuc- 
lary and co-operation in production and dis¬ 
tribution. 

The third converging is a new r.eligious 
movement developing a much keener and 
tDOre comprehensive spiritual consciousness 
m the common life, ft is a movement so wide 
and deep fbat it is scarcely yet recognized and 
has nothing to do with the conventional re¬ 
ligious experiences, ft is so altogether outside 
of historic religious institutions, and has come 
upon the world so unawares, that it docs not 
even know itself as religious or spiritual. But 
it is nought cl.se than the coming oi the Son 
of Man to a consciousness of himself as a Son 
of God. It is upon the tides of this new 
spiritual movement that some of us have been 
home into Socialism, and we must be true to 
our inspiration, while fully recognizing the 
worth of other inspirations than our own. 

Let me explain the point of view and ad¬ 
vance from which this unobserved spiritual 
movement becomes one with economic Social¬ 
ism. We began our working life with the 
conviction that the individual soul is all that 
has any worth. The individual man, his 
wholeness and liberty, arc the unrivaled con¬ 
cern of the universe, and all th'at gives it any 
worth or meaning. Nature and economic 
things have a value just to the extent that 
they are the materials by which the human 
soul may freely express itsclt. All material 
things are intrinsically spiritual values; they 
are the coin of the spiritual realm. The goal 
of history, if the universe is sincere and has 
a meaning, is the liberty of each soul to at 
' lilt become a divine law unto itself; the lib¬ 
erty of each man to individualize God and 
nature and truth for himself, and to live an 
; original life of his own. If you examine 
closely enough just what it is that has made 
the centuries blood red with human struggle, 
you will find that it is just this struggle of 
"''Ae soul of man for emancipation from every 
form of coercion; this struggle of the indi- 
, vidual life to freely and deliberately and un- 
’ foringly choose for itself what it should be. 
to richly and tully be what it should choose, 
and to actually lay up its treasure where its 
hoirt should bel It was upon the tides of a 
spiritual passion for this liberty that some of 
us were beaten against the hard fact that there 
it no.liberty for the individual soul so long as 
some people own that upon which all people 
depend for their bread. We have discovered 
that no spiritual freedom can achieve or main¬ 
tain itself except it be realized in economic 
freedom. Private property in the natural re¬ 
sources upon which all men depend, and pri¬ 
vate property in that capital which qll men 
create, is nothing less than private traffic in 
human souls; yea, it is the foundation of the 
.ecclesiastical claim of private property in God 
and the truth, which is no less vicious than 
the claim of the monopolist to private own¬ 
ership of the earth. The liberty of the soul 
can be achieved only through the passing 
away of the capitalistic form of society, and 
the coming in of the free and co-operative 
state. 

The soul cannot find, its freedom in "a free 
field and a fair fight”; for the soul is not 
free so long as it is compelled to fight for 
anything: the individual is free only when he 
is liberated from fighting, that he may live for 
the common good in company with his 
brothers. 

Bat there is still another factor in this 
niriiual movement towards Socialism, and 
that is the ethical strain that has come to 
•Ome of us who have faced the whole truth 
about our economic selves. We who are at 
■ once the receivers and victims of special privi¬ 
leges know that we are or the backs of our 
brothers. We know that our books, our 
dothes, our privileges are ours because we 
have dipped our hands right into our brothers 
blood. I am able to stand here to-night and 
make my pica for Socialism, because I have 
consumed the labor-product which pays lor 
*11 that 1 am able to be and all that I am 
able to give. I cannot believe that I can 
tervr my comrades best by withdrawing from 
the problem, with the Tolstoian. end setting 
’ up a private kingdom and Heaven of my own; 
it would be an unspeakable relief to me to 
pay my world-debt so cheaply. But my place 
;■ b in the thick of the social plan and travail. 

" tn the depth of the heat and chaos, even if 
I have to bear this ethical strain and shame to 
fte end. The least that 1 can do to pay my 
fiebt to my brothers, the least that I can do 
b> be decent, is to contribute the whole of 
. life to the emancipation of labor from 
capitalistic order which makes the prod- 
of thq millions the profit and luxury of 
' lew. 

'rl said when I began that the American So- 
t movement had not yet been fully and 
ently organized, and that these three 
il factors which I have nanted are cori¬ 
ng in that movement. Bui whether you 
• with me or not as to these converging 
let me ask you to face clearly the fart 
t Socialism in some form is coming, with- 
any regard to what you or I want. 
V speaking. Socialism can have but one 
&g and issue. Loosely speaking, there 
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might be many kinds of Socialism. There 
can be a thoroughly Ucmocrattc and spiritual 
ScKiahsm, and there might be an imperial¬ 
istic or Bismarckian Socialism, in which the 
state wouid own the people rather than the 
people the state. If 1 might prophesy 1 
wouid say that in twenty years from now 
there will be, as now, two great polit.cal par¬ 
ties in America; but both of them will be 
Socialistic; one the party of Tory Socialism, 
and the other the party of Democratic Social¬ 
ism. But whatever the form under which 
colleclivism comes, the next stage of the 
world will be a collective stage of produc¬ 
tion and distribution. We might just as well 
appoint a committee to sit down on the sun. 
to keep it from going on its way, as to at¬ 
tempt tO obstruct the Socialistic issue of the 
capitalist mode of production and distribu¬ 
tion. We are nearing the end of an old stage 
of production and distribution, for competi¬ 
tion and private industry no longer work, and 
they ought not to work. The present indus¬ 
trial system is approaching an economic 
world-crisis which is ^Iso the world’s spiritual 
crisis. 

What is the attitude of the two great na¬ 
tional parties towards this evident world- 
crisis? The Republican is frankly the party 
01 the capitalistic order. Under the priest¬ 
hood of Mr. Hanna, it has been indissolulably 
wedded to capitalism as its weaker and obe¬ 
dient half. Let us credit Mr. Hanna and his 
party with all sincerity in their belief that 
capitalism is the best and only safe order of 
production and distribution. I am not here 
to question the sincerity of any man or party; 
but only to state their attitude towards social 
reconstruction. The Kepubiican party is so 
openly the capitalistic party that its princi¬ 
ples need no discussion before an audience 
anywise in sympathy with Socialism. 

Hut the Democratic party gives somewhat 
intangible hints of social reform. Let us ex¬ 
amine those hints: So far as 1 can sec, I am 
not able to find in any of Mr. Bryan’s utter¬ 
ances, nor in the platform of his party a syl¬ 
lable that indicates the slightest knowledge of 
the real human problem that now confronts 
us. Mr. Bryan is a very sincere and upright 
man. and he numbers men of noble human 
sympathy among his supporters. But the 
Democratic propositions for economic and so¬ 
cial reforms are negative and meaningless. 
Their talk of anti-trust legislation is chiidish. 
as well as unhistoric. You might just aa well 
legislate against the tides of the sea, or the 
movement.-i of the solar system, as to imagine 
that anti-trust legislation can for a moment 
hinder the present industrial development 
from goint^ on to its consummation. If Mr. 
.Bryan docs not know, 1 am sure that iMr. 
.\ltgcld knows, that anti-trust declarations 
and legislations arc silly, and have about as 
ihuch relation to the real economic facts as 
.Mr. Koosevelt has to modesty and gentle in¬ 
stincts. It is sometimes mysteriously hinted 
that Mr. Bryan lias up his sleeve some very 
telling card which he intends to play in the 
economic game if he is elected; that he is 
playing politics just as Lincoln did. I do not 
believe that . ir. Lincoln played politics in any 
such scn>c as some of Mr. Bryan s supporters 
credit their candidate with doing. It is true 
that Mr. Lincoln shrewdly adopted every 
available means to achieve his end; hut he 
knew exactly what he wanted from the be¬ 
ginning. and made clearly his goal from the 
opening of his political career as a member 
of the Illinois legislature. He wanted the 
progressive abolition of slavery and a union 
composed of entirely free men. and he said 
so. Furthermore, even if Lincoln did pHiy 
politics in the sense in which Mr. Bryan'>^ 
friends would indicate, we have nothing to doj 
with that. It is time that we quit asking what 
Lincoln would do, or what Jefferson would 
do, or what Moses would do, or what Marx 
would do, and decide for ourselves, and by 
our own original inspiration, what wc arc to 
do in the face of the world-problem that con¬ 
fronts us. No age or its leaders can live by 
the inspiration and leadership of a past age. 
There is always more truth and resource in 
the present that have ever been available in 
the past. Besides, this method of playing 
politics as a game will no longer work with 
the awakening moral sense of ilic common 
life. The people do not want to know what 
card a man has up his sleeve, but what co¬ 
herent and frankly spoken principles a man 
may have wherewith to meet the problems that 
arc meeting him. There is no game that 
could be so wisely played, just now, as the 
hitherto untried game of honesty. Leaders 
whom the people will trust in the future must 
be leaders who believe in principles so strong¬ 
ly that they arc not afraid to tell theni to the 
world. They must be leaders who will trust 
the people and the truth so fully that they will 
shake out before the face of the people all 
the truth they have in their heads and hearts. 

If wc further examine the policy of the 
Dcmoc’‘*\tic parly, we will find that if is halt¬ 
ingly against the evils that arc, but that it has 
not a single constructive proposition to make 
as to future good. It is idle to protest that 
we arc against one order of thing's if wc have 
no better order to propose. Whatever it may 
disclose in the future, the Democratic party 
has not disclosed any constructive ability in 
the past. Tlie best that its most ardent re¬ 
formers propose is the abolition of special 
privileges and the restoration of an imaginary 
free competition. Now twentieth century 
problems cannot be solved by eighteenth cen¬ 
tury phrases. So-called special privileges 
can be abolished only by making the highest 
privileges of the few the common privileges of 
all. The special privileges at which the indi¬ 
vidualist reformer would aim, arc the direct 
results ^ the very competition which he pro¬ 
poses as a remedy. Special privileges, class 
lcgi5!?tion. and industrial monopoly arc mere¬ 
ly ilic triumph of the strongest competitor; 
they are the big fish that have swallowed the 
little fish. Even if the abstract “free field 
and fair fight,” which has never existed out¬ 
side of the economist’s brain, could really ex¬ 
ist,* the result would again be special privi¬ 
leges and monopoly. In the freest economic 
field and fairest competition somebody would 
get whipped; and the triumph would be the 
triumph of sheer brute strength expressing 
itself in economic might; i\ot the triumph of 
those men and politics socially fitted to sur¬ 
vive. Besides, a rational civilization has for 
its end, not the so-called survival of the fittest, 
but the fitting of all to worthily survive. Fur¬ 
thermore, we are not seeking remedies for the 
existing social order; for it is an order of 
things that we do not want, well or ill. U is 
not a remedy for a capitalistic order tliat the 
prcfcnt human situation demands, but a man¬ 
hood with spiritual nerve and mighty grace 
to create a co-operative order which shall 
realize all the best ideals of all Democracies 
and political philosophies of the past. 

I know that there are many that will vote 
for Mr. Bryan in the hope that the imperial- | 
ism which reveals the degradation of our na- | 
tion, and which has made our government ; 
the betrayer and the assassin of the liberties 
oi a helpless people, may be rebuked and cor- 
i4cted. But these good people ought to see 
that imperialism is merely the result of capital¬ 
ism* Capitalism thcreases itself out of the 
produce of the people until they are too poor 1 


to buy what they produce. India. star\'ing in 
the presence of walled-up and plentiful food 
supplies, is a monument to the capitalistic 
order. As Thomas Carlyle said, Eng.and was 
making ne>v markets, while the million and a 
half of men and women and children of Lon¬ 
don who made the clothes, went with bare 
backs because they had nothing wherewith to 
buy the clothes they made. Strange as it may 
seem, they were not making clothes to wear, 
but clothes for the increase of capital. The 
capitalistic order of America has debauched 
the conscience of the whole nation, and used 
its government to betray and conquer weaker 
peoples, in order to find markets for the 
produce of the dwarfe^ and struggling and 
blighted lives of the latnorcrs who cannot buy 
what they produce. Capitalism, after absorb¬ 
ing the purchasing power of the real pro¬ 
ducers, destroys the liberties of weaker pco- 
. pics in order to compel them to furnish a 
market, and licstdcs coerces them into paying 
interest upon bonds. Suppose a man should 
come to your room to-nighi with a revolver 
and forcibly take your money, watch, clothes 
and available possessions; and then suppose 
(hat, to-morrow, he should send an armed 
officer with a bill for services rendered in 
keeping you in order w'hilc he robbed you; 
suppose, further, that in lieu of your having 
nothing left* wherewith to pay the bill, he 
should compel you to sign a note for an 
amount of money so large that you could 
never pay it, hu\ not too jarge to consume 
the produce of each year’s toil in paying the 
interest thereupon; suppose all this, and you 
have an epitome of imperialism, which is noth¬ 
ing less than capitalism preserving and ex¬ 
tending itself through diplomatic and military 
force. Imperialism has always been the im¬ 
mediate result of centralization of wealth in 
the hands of a few. and can be dealt with only 
by changing the order of things from which 
it naturally springs. 

Socialism comes not as a remedy for the evils 
of existing society, but as a program of prin¬ 
ciples for a new society; or rather, let us say. 
as the fir.st proposition for social order that 
has ever been presented to the world, ^ian- 
kind has not yet had anything that can prop¬ 
erly be called social oracr. Society has not 
yet been created* The materials for the build¬ 
ing of a human world are here, but the cre¬ 
ation remains to be tiiidcriaken. The task 
of creating a coherent and free society is the 
mightiest to which man has summoned him¬ 
self. and it is the task which now presses 
urgently upon us. Socialism docs not recog¬ 
nize as society, anything that has hitherto 
come, btu it secs in every preceding human 
stage a preparation for society. The Social- 
i>i i< an evolutionist, but with this differ¬ 
ence between himself and much that is called 
scientific evolution; namely, that the social w'ill 
is henceforth to be the supreme factor in evo¬ 
lution. Hitherto, what we call society has 
been the evolution of blind forces which man 
did not understand and could not control. But 
wc arc reaching that mumciu when man will 
become the evolutor as well as tlic evoluted; 
wbchi man will become conscious of himself 
as the decretal and creative force in evolution. 
Man will henceforth take evolution in his 
own hands, pnd fashion creation according to 
his own will, .ind make out of society what 
he wants it to be. Hcncc/orih' the social will 
is to become the creator and ma.stcr, which 
the winds and the waves shall at last obey, 
and at whose word the strifes and storms of 
history, shall be stilled, and give back their 
responsive peace to the masterful social will 
to love. 

Socialism strrts with the brotherhood and 
unity of the race as a fact. It does not pro¬ 
claim it as a sentimen:, but recognizes it as 
a scientific fact. E&ch for all ano all for each 
is the only rational mode of procedure in 
view of this fact. That where one. suffers ali 
suffer is not a sentiment to meditate about, 
but the .hardest uncscapabic fact with which 
wc have to deal. The grippe breaks out in a 
wretched hamlet of two or three hundred 
peasants on the^Siberian frontier; and every 
home in America is endangered or broken. 
A little gicl is shot down by the constituted 
authorities at a Pennsylvania coal mine; and 
every thoughtful .American recogoi^cs that 
capitalistic government is not law. but brutal 
and lawless authority founded on economic 
might, and that his little girl in Chicago or 
California may be the next victim of the 
brute lawlessness of capitalistic governmem. 
For good or ill. whether we will or no, we 
arc bound up together in this world, and 
can only achieve our wel.l being together. Wc 
might like to have separate interests, and be 
able to extricate ourselves as individuals from 
tile divine compulsions of this unity; Imt wc 
cannot do so any more than we can individ¬ 
ually extricate ourselves from the law of 
gravity. Wc all in common depend upon 
the same common sources of nature and his¬ 
tory. None of us are rightly or nobly born 
until every child born into the world is born 
as the immediate inheritor of all the resources 
of nature and history, of industry and society, 
of inspiration and-culture; of all that tempt-s 
to goodness and greatness, and makes for 
fullness and freedom and gladness of life. If 
the whole world were full and glad with 
life, and should yet consent that one child 
should be horn with less, the world would he 
economically and spiritually damned. Until 
all of us together sec to it that every man is 
equal with every other man in resource and 
opportunity and resource and liberty, we shall 
none of us sec the kingdom of fullness and 
freedom upon the earth. In this sense 
brothcr-mlcrcst and self-interest are one and 
the same: for no man has a true and noble 
interest in himself who docs not regard the 
whole life of man as his calling and interest, 
and no man has a true regard for his brothers 
who docs hot seek to make of himself a whole 
and free man in their, senhee. 

Now. Socialism comes as the scientific and 
economic recognition of this unity. Since all 
people in common depend upon the sources 
and tools of production, there can be no in- 
dividaul liberty save these sources and tools 
b long to the people in common. There can 
be no social peace and sanity, no full liberty 
of the human spul. so long as some people 
own that upon which all people depend. All 
that can be said against slavery can also be 
said against the private ownership of eco¬ 
nomic sources and iools>for the private own¬ 
ership of the common sources and machinery 
of life is nothing less than a subsuntial own-^ 
ership of human beings. No man is free so 
long as he is dependent upon some other man 
for the chance to earn his livelihood. If a man 
owns my bread, or owns that which I must 
have In order to get my bread, he owns my 
moral being, unless I choose to revolt and 
starve. Private ownership of the earth and 
its productive machinery means private own¬ 
ership of the people who live on the earth. 
He who sells his labor-power for wages sells 
himself; for his labor-power is his life. The 
.wages system is merely an advance in the 
slave system, but it is no fit sysfa^m for free 
men; and there can be no true freedom for 
all men until there is not another hireling 
left under the sun. The labor of the world is 
essentially slave-labor. 'There is not a wag^ 
earner on the earth to-night, who is not in 
some degree debauched in soul, even in spite 


of himself, by his dependence upon the pri¬ 
vate buyer of his labor. So long as some men 
own that upon which all men depend the own¬ 
ers and the dependents arc alike corrupted, 
and enslaved and robbed; 

Yet our whole industrial system rests upon 
this power of private capital to legally appro¬ 
priate the fnihs of the labor of society. But 
behind the economics of capitalism rests, the 
question of elemental right and wrong. If 
nature and history have a meaning and a 
goal, if the universe be sincere, then it is 
elementally wrong that some people should 
own that upon which all people depend; and 
the only eiemenial right is that the people 
in common should own that upon w’hich the 
people in common depend; and the only just 
f^^^rd of labor is the whole produce of labor. 
The clcmcmal right cannot be amended or 
evaded, as history well witnesses. The cen¬ 
tralization of the wealth of the people in the 
hands of the few has been the poison of his¬ 
tory, and has brought the decline or d:struc- 
tion of every nation, every civilization, every 
religion that has conic to its end or decline. 
The pages of history arc blood-red with the 
retribution that comes to the whole people 
through the centralization of wealth in the 
hands of a few; for centralized wealth is not 
prosperity but disease, congestion, and de¬ 
struction. No man or cri'iiizatioii can escape 
this retribution. It lies not In the power of 
man or governments or armies to make prac- 
ticab.e what is elementally wrong. No re¬ 
ligion can go deep enough to bring forth uni¬ 
versal individual noblencs>s out of a political 
or economic sysicm that cnsiavcs souls and 
bodies by enslaving labor. No. law or cus¬ 
tom is mighty or sacred enough to bring 
forth peace and order out of injustice and cic* 
nicntal disorder. It is beyond the power of 
kings or parliammts, priests or politicians, to 
bring forth good effects from bad causes. 
Iherc is no God in the universe almighty 
enough to make right out of sheer economic 
might; and there is no civilization strong 
enough to prevent that which is elementally 
right from becoming the ultimate and univer¬ 
sal might. A house built upon the sand can¬ 
not be made safer by priestly steeples, politi¬ 
cal declarations and police protection; liie 
longer and stronger the building ihe more 
appalling and complete the ruin. A civiliza¬ 
tion built upon fraud and force, gambling ami 
lying, stealing and political dfcbauchery, capi- 
laliMii and siavc-labor, simply builds for its 
own retribution. Unless the universe itself 
be a lie such a civilizatioin cannot stand. Wc 
build on a sure loimdation only when we 
build a system iliat has ifor its cud the com¬ 
mon wealth, the common wholeness, the com¬ 
mon freedom, the cumon'abundance and glad¬ 
ness of all men and women. Nature convicts 
our impoverishing civilization to its face; the 
profusion of life is nature's eternal message. ] 
Nature offers re>oarccs ijnough for abundance ' 
of life for countless billions of human beings, 
and will never consent bhai these resources 
should be appropriated by the few for the ex¬ 
ploitation of the many. 

I know that some *01 you arc indulging in 
the popular saying that Socialism might an¬ 
swer for a society ol angels, but not for a 
society of human beings such as we are; that 
we must wail tiil wc have a belter brand of 
imqian beings lieforc wc can have Socialism. 
All oi which is very nuicn like saying that 
il is not safe to cure a man of Ins disease until 
he gets well; or like saying that we will not 
come in out of the rain until wc first gel 
dry; or like refusing to abolish the devil in 
order that we may preserve the job of saving 
the people from him* It is a strange super¬ 
stition that makes men regard what they 
know to be eicmeniai)^ good as dangerous 
in practice, and what Uiey know to be ele¬ 
mentally wrong as practically safe. Social¬ 
ism strikes at the root of the chief cause of 
our unangciic conduct, and proposes to abol¬ 
ish that slavery and cooipetition and capital¬ 
ism wliich sends all its forces in the direction 
of making men brutal and dishonest. 'The 
whole intiucncc of compctiiion and capitalism 
is to war against love and liberty, and to make 
all that is nob.e and lovely in human life im¬ 
possible. Socialism comes to remove the 
causes that prevent men from being lovers 
and brothers niie with another, and to bring 
ill that equality of opportunity without whicii 
there can be no true fellowship, no abiding 
social love. 

Many of you, too. are raising the question 
of whether people arc. yet prepared for the 
economic administration and liberty involved 
in what wc call public ownership. The ques¬ 
tion is often raised with reference to a public 
utility, such as the railway system. F'lrst of 
all, there is the principle that nothing pre¬ 
pares i>coplc for responsibility save experi- 
eture in responsibility. It is only in liberty 
that man learns to be free; only in the pos¬ 
session of his rights does a man learn to prac¬ 
tice the highest right. And in the immediate 
question of advisability, lies the foundation 
fact that it i.s elementally wrong for public 
functions to be privately owned and admin¬ 
istered for private profit. No principle of ex¬ 
pediency can make this elemental wrong re¬ 
sult in the good of either individuals or so¬ 
ciety. That I may think some other man 
shiftless with his money does not excuse me 
ill taking it away from him and spending most 
of it for myself. The lesson of co-operation 
in liberty has got to be learned, and it can 
only be learned by practicing it* Wc shall 
have to go the whole length of liberty or 
finally have no liberty at all. You doubt 
whether liberty can be trusted. I am very 
sure that tyranny cannot be trusted, and I am 
furthermore sure that the care of liberty can¬ 
not be delegated to any representatives. Lib- 
berty cannot be put under bonds to keep the 
peace without liberty, being lost and peace 
unattained. All the so-called evils of liberty 
have been the evils of (he lack of lil>crty. Wc 
shall have to accept the full logic of liberty 
at last, for there is nothing under the sun 
that can be trusted in its place. The lesson 
of co-operation has got to be learned, and 
learned in liberty; and the lesson of liberty 
has got to be learned, and learned in co-op¬ 
eration. Wc had just as well set about the 
task. 

Again, some of you are offended at the 
class-consciotls appeal of Socialism. 1 think 
it is because you do not rightly undersund its 
meaning. Socialists have no thought of ar¬ 
raigning one class against another class as 
individuals; class-consciousness does not 
mean class-hatred. Let us admit that Social¬ 
ists somciimrs give utterances that have the 
class-hatred ring about them. Class-hatred is 
none the less alien to the spirit and genius 
of Socialism. Even so bitter a controversial¬ 
ist as Karl Marx says that of all men Social¬ 
ists can affqrd to be tolerant and kindly to¬ 
wards the capitalist class, knowing that class 
to be the victims of a system as truly as the 
laborer. What the Socialist does mean by 
class-consciousness is this: that nothing can 
obviate the hideous fact that one class of hu¬ 
man beings is living off another class; that a 
capitalistic class is heaping up the produce 
of the producing class. And he appeals to ta¬ 
bor to become class-conscious, because he 
knows perfectly well that the laborer cannot 
achieve his freedom, nor have the produce of 
his labor, until be becomes conscious that be 


is the real producer and the owner of the 
earth. Capital lords and landlords will exist, 
and despoil the earth with economic and mili¬ 
tary wars, until the disinherited labor of the 
world rises to nobly take possession of its 
inheritance. So long as the laborer is willing 
to be a mere ■wage-earner, so long as he is 
led about by politician and agitator, so long 
as his weariness and poverty, his dependence 
arid hopelessness, so cat out his nerve of soul 
and body that he will not act, just so long 
will his ’condition w'ax worse and worse. L^- 
bor must achieve its own liberty, if it is ever 
to be achieved. Liberty cannot be handed 
down by a superior class to an inferior class; 
it has never been so achieved and ought jiot 
to be so achieved. If liberty were something 
that could be imposed upon one class by an¬ 
other. or could be presented as a gift from 
superiors to inferiors, it would vanish in a 
night. Men are not free until they have won 
and established their freedom in experience, 
and in the power of their own manhood. The 
class-coBscious appeal is not for strife or hos¬ 
tility or antagonism, but for manhood; for 
constructive purpose, and spiritual nerve and 
genius. The end of Socialism is the abolition 
of all class and parties, and the edming in of 
but one class, the people, with opportunity 
for every man to produce his own living, and 
at the Mmc time become as Charles Kings¬ 
ley, ’a scholar, a .saint, and a gentleman.” 
Unless American laborers as a doss arc So 
spiritually awakened that they become noble 
and courageous enough to adopt the Co¬ 
operative Commonwealth as a working ideal, 
and adci>t it in the spirit of good-will toward 
all men, no one can achieve their liberty for 
them or even to achieve il for them. All his¬ 
tory demonstrates how the people have had 
to achitwe for themselves each inch and gain 
of liberty, and how they have been again and 
again betrayed when tl;e*r iberties have been 
committed to those ab(>Vv' them in worldly 
condition. 

I know that some arc waiting until Social¬ 
ism shall present a more pleasing aspect. But 
Mc canot wait until the Socialist movement is 
just to our liking betore wc take creative part 
in it. Our place is in the blood and the dust, 
the struggle and the disgraces, that always 
inhere, in the beginnings of every great move¬ 
ment. Our place is at the heart of the cliaos 
in order that wc may work'with the co^nlic 
heart purpose. How can we truly respect 
ourselves, or help to make the Socialist itrove- 
mcia what it ought to he, if we fail it in its 
iiionient of severest need? Socialists arc not 
appealing to yon for .support on the ground 
that Socialists arc better than other men, but 
on the' ground that Socialism is better than 
capitalism, and that Socialism will bring forth 
and educate the best that is in man. while 
capitalism and competition arc bringing forth * 
and cctucating the worst. 

We do not deny that Socialism has its risks, 
and its advocates the common share of hu¬ 
man passions and imperfections, but wc insist 
that th(; risks of adventuring upon Socialism 
a^c as nothing compared to the risks of con¬ 
tinuing in capitalism. Besides, if we only 
knew It, the dangers to human life lie on the 
side of Maying where wc are, while safety lies 
only in going on. As Louis Kossuth pointed 
out, conservati'in has been the cause of every 
violent revolution. Wc cannpt avert disaster 
by sitting on the throttle valve of the forces 
that arc making for universal change; wc can¬ 
not prevent the change; wc only cause ex¬ 
plosion and disaster. 

In the truest sense. Socialism is essentially 
conservative; il comes not to destroy, but to 
fulfill all the true ideals of-order and liberty 
and properly; it offers that equality which 
must be the foundation of brotherhood; That 
liberty which must be the vital breath of the 
love which the Lord Christ taught; it offers 
the economic basis for the realization of that 
fraternity which has been the dream of the 
ages. It comes with no attack upon any man, 
but with the nics.sage of good-w:ll among all 
men. Il comes with no attack upon propchy. 
but rather to save property from the attacks 
and ravages of a system that is the destruc¬ 
tion of ail that makes property sacred; for 
properly is sacred only as it serves the high¬ 
est uses of all men in common. It comes not 
to destroy private property; for capitalism has 
already dc.stroycd the possibility of the bulk 
o! mankind ever becoming property owners; 
but il comes to place within the reach of every 
man that private properly upon which he may 
stand and live a free and original life of his 
own. and express his noblest ideals and being 
It comes to make the strong bear the infirmi¬ 
ties of the weak, until they, too. become 
strong; knowing well that if we do not actual¬ 
ly become our brother’s keepers, we shall bo 
destroyed in our brother’s destruction, as wc 
ought to be. It comes to put all the tempta¬ 
tions of life on the side of service and freedom 
and goodness, and to abolish the temptation 
to avarice and meanness and oppreasion. 

1 know that there is needed a vast spiritual 
preparation to prepare the way of political 
Socialism; but that preparation will come. 

In its essence Socialism is a religion; it stands 
for the harmonious relations of the whole life 
of man; it stands for a vast and collective ful¬ 
filling of the law of love. As'lhc Socialist 
movement grows, its religious forces will 
come forth from the furrfacc of consuming 
experience. No matter how materialistic its 
origin, when Socialism brings men together 
in a great purpose it soon begins to develop 
fidelity and tolerance, and patience and good¬ 
will, and the noblest human graces. As 
American Socialism goes on its way it will be¬ 
come a spiritual passion; not a cry for rights, 
but a call to elemental righteousness. It will 
make its appeal to the instinct of man for a 
divine public life, for communal heroism, and 
will show how the individual life can fulfill 
itself only by relating itself to the whole life 
of mankind. It will create a conscience that 
shall at last become cosmic and titanic, and 
able to grapple with all the problems the uni¬ 
verse can bring forth. In place of iHe indi¬ 
vidual! hero of the past, it will submit to 
you the ideal of a heroic common life; the 
ideal of a common citizenship that sh^H truly 
have its consciousness in heavenly things. 

It seems to me that America stands iti order 
to be the birthplace of just strirh an appeal, 
and the social ground for just such a realiza¬ 
tion. Emerson once said that America 
seemed like the last stand of Providence in 
behalf of the’human race. If the sorrows and 
the struggles that have made the centuries 
run blood-rcd with effort are to have their 
fruition, it must be upon our American soil. 
Back fhere in the shadows, the oppressed peo¬ 
ples of history are waiting for some great 
word to be here spoken that shall call them 
into resurrection and liberty. Egypt and 
Syria. Persia and Greece, Italy and peoples 
that we have forgotten, arc waiting for the 
word from us that shall call them into the 
sunlight and the God-light. Peoples and na¬ 
tions unborn are stretching fortn entreating 
hands to us from out of the future. If we 
should fail here in America, then six thousand 
years' of history will have failed; for history 
has come to its limit on the shores of the 
Pacific; it has come back to its starting point 
If we fail the heart of God will break again, 

«2oaSlaa«d on Fomrtli Pag*) 
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NOTICE TO BRAHOHES 


The flunrterly duos for the 
quarter eiKliiiK Dec. 31 are 
due at thu headquarters, l‘J6 
Washiiiiftim st., •Chicago. III., 
ou or before Oct. li. Prompt 
reniiltaiice Is of the highest lui- 
portaiice to Insure the Interests 
of the organization, and the 
branches are urgo<l to provide 
for the collection, which should 
be begun at once. 
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CAMPAIGN 

LEAFLETS 


In the evening the Bohemian National 
Hall was niled to the door with an 
audience of over i ,Ooo. Comrade Frank 
Miidra presided and Comrade Hlavacck, 
editor of Spravcdlnost, was the first 
speaker. The editor of the Herald is 
able to'say, on the authority of many in 
the hall, fhat Hlavacek’s speech was 
the best he ever made and he has made 
many a good one. The occasion was 
calculated to draw out the best in any 
man. Comrade Uebs followed the Bo¬ 
hemian editor in one of his very finest 
pre.scntations of Socialist principles and 
arguments, speaking for an hour and a 
half. Notwithstanding so many in the 
hall were Bohemians', few were there 
who did not understand him, and none 
failed to catch the spirit and enthusiasm 
of the great meeting. 


NEW BRANCHES ORGANIZED 


Registration days in Illinois are Tues¬ 
day, Oct. 9 and Tuesday, Oct. l6. In¬ 
formation as to method of obtaining 
naturalization papers will appear in the 
Herald next week. 


Edwin AnilAraoo, CliicNKo . 

A. K IVUrnuu, 

J.'Uttrbvr. ** 

llmirjr 

hmil iWr, “ 

J. liibiHm, ** 

Wm. iifwriug. *• 

Win. KilU. 

K. UurkcM. 

Hftirjr Kaufort, .. 

Jiilin Mnrmk, ** 

Kti Mel&ud, 

Jnbn UImjd. 

J. W. Knuo(>y. " 

Jobn KuMbel, " 

B. Ancbnts. “ 

P. Pf>t»che. ** 

E. PMAcIm, ** 

F. O. PMHicbe. 

K. Bipsu*. '* 

K. SclxinU, *• 
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F. ('hock. 

J. (JrilFC, ' " .. 

J. RnuRtT. •• 
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Frank Harbor. " 

Amolfl Zanda, Two Rirert. 

F. J. Millar, lioatnoiit. 

J. P. Malro/. Bpriuff VaUajr 
Edvaril Hail. ' 

H**nrjr Wait**. 


(Report for Quarter Ending Sept. 30.) 

During the third quarter of the year 
ending September 30, National Secre¬ 
tary Debs issued charters from I2<) 
Washington street. Chicago, to sixty- 
nine new branches, as follows: 

ArkansaB-'.. 2 Mieaourl . 4 

California . 1 .Montana . 3 

Colorado . 1 New York. 1 

Florida . 1 Nebraska . 1 

Georgia . 1 Ohio . 2 

Indiana . 7 Oklahoma . 1 

Illinois . 5 Oregon . 1 

Iowa . 4 Pennsylvania .1 

Kansas . 1 South Dakota ...... 1 

Louisiana . 1 Texas . 1 

Massachusetts.2 Virginia . 2 

Maryland . 1 West Virginia . 1 

Michigan . 7 Washington . 2 

Minnesota . 1 Wisconsin .13 


The Social Democratic picnic of the 
Boston, Rockland, W'hitman, Chelsea 
and other branches in Massachusetts, 
Comrade Haile writes us, was "just the 
kind of a' success that was most de¬ 
sired." 


No. 1—Address to Unorganized Socialists 

CuDtains iorormation concerning the SocUI- 
ist oiorement in the United Statee, the partj 
and ilB methods, object and program. 


No. 2—An Open Letter to the 

Average American Workman 

By Ben. Atterbury. This is sn admirable 
and ronvincing paprr on the wnge queetioo, 
production, distribution of wealth and an 
appeal to the intelligence of the working class. 


All comrades in St. Louis who are 
"loyal” are requested to attend a 
meeting at'Dr.uid’s Hall, Qth and Mar¬ 
ket Streets, Sunday, October 7, at 2 
p. m., when important business will be 
transacted. 


No. 3—Machine Production 

Where the Profits Go. 

The argument of this leaflet is a cliocher be¬ 
cause taken from the government reports msde 
by the Commissioner of Labor, and proves that 
machinery, combinations, trusts snd systema¬ 
tized production must lead to soeialism. It’s 
the only way ouL 


Total .6» 

Five reported this week increases the 
total to 74, nearly one for each working 
day in the quarter. 


It is of the highest importance that 
all branches remit at the earliest time 
possible, the quarterly dues for mem¬ 
bers. The prompt payment of dues is 
necessary to the proper carrying on of 
the work at headquarters. 


Dt‘b«-Ht*rr(in Speeches 

The speeches of Flugene V. Debs and 
Prof. Geo. D. Herron which appear in 
this number of the Herald, will be 
printed in pamphlet form and sold by 
the National Committee of the Social 
Democratic party at five cents .t copy. 
Special rates will be made on quantities. 
Send in your order without delay and 
help put this effective campaign docu¬ 
ment into circulation throughout the 
country. 


Srbft-tiBaNibDll, " 

Wm. Lidell. 

H. C*. Pwrry, “ 

Mftrrj MuffTMO. “ 
Wm.JameA. “ 

RebwartstDff. 

A FrlRO«l, ** 

Uwv Lawrence. “ 

Mat Harwich,, “ 

Jamch U'(%tuiior. " 

Autru-t Too»l(mifl. 

J.H. Kelly, 

Wm Myre, “ 

F. Van Foanan. Knkfimo .... 
Hama. Hutchitiaon... 

H. Rittorlleb. St. I^ooii. 

H. H..< hlra«o. 

(i. J. Sioit, KanaaH ('ity.... 
F. M aroml^r, .^nUerMin .... 
Oo Ulilbnrn'a LUt.t'hicago 


WHERE DEBS WILL SPEAK 

Pana, 111 . 

St. Louis, Mo. 

Kansas City, Mo. l 

Kansas.Oct. ll, 12, 13, 

Omaha, Neb.C 

Iowa.Oct. 17, 18, 

Wisconsin.Oct. 

New York City.C 


Comrades: Wherever our candidate 
speaks during the present month (.sec 
list of cities in this issue of the Herald) 
the local branches should have thou¬ 
sands of leaflets to distribute at the 
meetings, lithographs to display in 
store windows, and stickers by ' the 
thousands. 


Ns. 4—Toilers of America 

Vote for Your Freedom. 

This is a remarkably effective campaign 
document. Written by a prominent member 
of the United Mine Workers, it sets forth in a 
convincing manner the reasons why the miners 
of the country, railroadmen and ail other warn 
workers should suj.port the Social Deniocratie 
ticket. 


Brniirh IS WiBA*«)nrm 


A PRIMER OF SOCIALISM 

We have just received the " Primer of 
Socialism” from the press of the Debs 
Publishing Company. This pamphlet 
of 32 pages is from the pen of G. C. 
Clemens, and is a valuable contribution 
to Socialist literature. It also contains 
"Socializing a State," by the late Lau¬ 
rence Gronlund, and “ Fconomic Terms 
and Phrases," by A. P. Hazcll, which 
makes this an exceptionally strong 
number of Progressive Thought for 
propaganda. It can be supplied at 5 
cents per copy, or Sl.^0 per too, by ad¬ 
dressing Debs Publishing Company, 
Terre Haute, Ind. 


A. ChriBMBOBeD. Cliic^o 


PrwTioualjr reporUtd. 


NOTES FROM THE FIELD 


Our German comrades will do well 
to distribute the German translation of 
leaflet No. 2, Ben Atterbur>''s “Letter 
to American Workmen,” Give every 
German vot..- a copy and you will 
much increase the German Socialist 
vote. The price is $1.25 a thousand. 
Send in your orders. 


No. 5—Industrial Crises— 

Cause and Cure. 

A atroDg appeal to the common sense of the 
voterH. this leaflet gives the Socialist view of 
industrial crises snd convincinaly shows that 
Socialism is the necessHry.solution. 

No. 6—Platform and Debs Epigrams. 

This is a very attractive addition to our cam- 
paign literature; it gives the party platform 
complete with a collection of the very best 
epigramatic sentences from the lecturM of 
Eugene V. Debs, together with other striking 
contributions. 


Fifteen cents will pnrcliase Merrle 
Englaiid in tbe German language, ad¬ 
apted to American needs. If you don’t 
read German, buy one for your friends. 


(C'oficladiHl fram Third I’msc) 


See notice oi new leaflets—they make 
Socialists. _ 

The new buttons are union made and 
all right. Twenty cents per dozen. 

J. A. Mclsaac has been nominated for 
Congress in the ilth District of Massa¬ 
chusetts. 


and another cycle of history, with its weary 
procession of bleeding centuries, will have to 
begin. But we cannot fail, we dare not fail. 
Liberty and fraternity and equality arc not 
tantalisms to hopeless human suffering, but 
ideals to be rclaized by human wortl. and ef¬ 
fort. We must prove our worth to match 
these ideals. Potential within this meeting is 
the power which God might use for the free¬ 
ing and the healing of the nations. Within 
this audience are the resources and weapons 
for conquering the world for love and liberty. 
The saving sword which the peoples now need 
is not the sword of Jq^hua or Cromwell, but 
the sword of an awakened and inspired and 
ennobled common life. And as the hand of 
God reaches out in' the dark of our social 
chaos, it is our privilege to put within that 
hand the sword of comrade-love that shall 
lifterate the world, and make every child in¬ 
deed the heir of all the good of all ages. 1 
pray that the highest and most unselfish that 
lies in you and in me may respond to the 
highest and most unselfish inspirations of his¬ 
tory, as we go forth to support this cause of 
Socialism, and to support in its presidential 
candidate one who has proven his fidelity to 
American labor, and who is in his rightful 
place as the leader of this first national cam¬ 
paign for Social Democracy. 

During the meeting a resolution rati¬ 
fying the nomination of Debs and 
Harriman and the union for political 
co-operation of the Socialists of Illinois 
in the present campaign was adopted. 


The portrait of tlie presidential candi¬ 
date gives great satisfaction. Thousands 
have been mailed to branches and com¬ 
rades in all sections of the country. It 
should be seen in every community; it 
informs the observer, directs attention 
to the party and makes votes. Ten cop¬ 
ies, 35 cents; 33 for a dollar; single 
copy, 10 cents; postage prepaid. 


Put Them Int* the Hands of Every 
Wsrkingman 

PRICES. 

50 Copies..10 

100 Copies.IS 

250 Copies. - 3 $ 

500 Copies.50 

1,000 Copies .... i.oo 

5,000 Copies. 5.00 

'POSTAGE PAID. 

Send orders to Camflaign Committee 
Social Democratic Party, 126 Washing¬ 
ton street, Chicago, Ill. 


The campaign committee has a few 
dozen photographs, cabinet size, of 
Eugene V. Debs, which they are selling 
at 15 cents each;' 

Comrade J. W. Kelley, candidate for 
governor of Indiana, will open his ac¬ 
tive campaign October 15. He will visit 
the following towns: Kokomo, La 
Porte, Elkhart, FoTt Wayne, Muncie, 
Indianapolis, Terre Haute, Clinton and 
Evansville. Comrade E. V. Debs will 
speak at Indianapolis October 6. 


You write letters? Put a sticker on 
the back of each envelope. Five hun¬ 
dred for 50 cents. 


The Stickers have made a hit. You 
should have a thousand or ten thousand 
to put up in your community. They are 
two inches square, put up in packages of 
500 and very handy. They are ■ de¬ 
signed to fix in the mind the fact that 
the Social Democrats are in the field 
with a candidate for president. They do 
the business. One thousand, postage 
paid, one dollar. 

For $5 the national campaign com¬ 
mittee will send, postage paid, thirty- 
three Debs lithographs (21x28 in.) and 
4.000 Leaflets, the latter to include an 
assortment of all the six Leaflets so far 
issued. Every one is a vote-maker— 
every one will convert thinking people 
to Socialism. The expenditure of $5 
in your community for this campaign 
outfit will start a mo'.ement where you 
live. 


All the leaflets are going out fast and 
the comrades write in that they give 
great satisfaction. 

Send in your order now for Ben At- 
terbury’s letter to workingmen. Leaf¬ 
let No. 2; $1 a thousand. 


Smiley's excellent pamphlet, "To 
What Are Trusts Leading?”, sent free 
to any address for 5 cents. 


Debs and Harriman Buttons 


APRIMEROFSOCIALISI 


A 33 page pamphlet which contaiDi io td- 
ditioD to the “ Primer of Bocialiem,” by O. C. 
CIvmene, •• SrH'iul ziiiE a State,” by tbe let* 
Laurence Gronlund, and ’* Epoiiuniic Tenilt 
and PtoraKea,” by A. P. Hezel. 

One of tbe strongest paropbleta for propa¬ 
ganda yet issued. A splendid vote-maker, end 
thousandi should be circulated before election. 

PER COPY, 5 CENTS-PER tOO, (I.EO 
Address, Dcba Publishing Co. 

Terre Haute, Indiana. 


At last we have the BUTTONS, and at tbe 
right prices, UNION MAUE. Both candidates 
on the button. 

PRICES: 

2 Buttons, S cents 

5 Buttons, to cents 

12 Buttons, 20 cents 

All larger orders than a doren, i}i cents 
each. Charges paid. 


The Central Trades and Labor Union 
of St. Louis has declared in favor of 
the Social Democratic national ticket 


The small 4-page leaflet used by the 
Chicago comrades is good for any part 
of the country; 1,000 to any address, 
postage paid, for 75 cents. 

All loyal members of the Social Dem¬ 
ocratic branches in Washington are 
hereby requested to communicate with 
Comrade L. W. Kidd, 1115 Sixth ave¬ 
nue, North, Seattle, Wash. 

Socialists willing to assist in forming 
new branches of the Social Democratic 
party are requested to communicate 
with the secretary, Theodore Debs, 126 
Washington street, Chicago. 

Yhe Debs ’.caflet, at 75 cents per 
thousand, charges paid, is much the 
best leaflet for propaganda in some lo¬ 
calities. We should receive more or¬ 
ders for them. They are small, but to 
the' point, and will make S. D. P. votes. 


SUNDAY MEETINGS 

With just forty-eight hours’ advertis¬ 
ing two splendid meetings were held 
on Sunday, Sept. 30, the first in the 
afternoon at ■ Twelfth Street Turner 
Hall, the other at Bohemian National 
Hall in the evening.' 

At the afternoon meeting Comrade 
Jacob Winnen presided, and the speak¬ 
ers, besides Eugene V. Debs, were Peter 
Knickrehm and A. S. Edwards. It was 
the largest political meeting held in tbe 
hall this year, about 700 being present, 
and although many Socialist gatherings 
have been had there, never before was 
so much unrestrained enthusiasm mani¬ 
fested. Comrade Debs was unusually 
effective and made a speech brilliantly 
epigrammatic and bristling with telling 
hits on the capitalist system and the 
two capitalist parties. 


National Campaign Committee, S. D. P, 
126 Washington St. CHICAGO 


STICK UP THE STICKERS 
iAKE THE FACT STICK 

ly Mism is Hue to 

STICKERS HOW READY 


The National Committee is now pre¬ 
pared to furnish Leaflet No. 2. Ben At¬ 
terbury’s “Letter to American Work¬ 
men." in German. The price is $1-25 
ppr thousand. Send in your orders at 
once and put it out among your Ger¬ 
man friends. 


You will encourage the sale 
OF UNION LABEL GOODS 

If TOO vut Doioa Labvl SboM dvmand tb« than 
UaiM Bump. No ibov U Cnloo nodv doImv it boon 
tte UMoaBtamp. Mo chars* or myaltr f(W tho Ualoo 
Siamn Tl«it tau ahq* daalar lod taka no ardiait. 
Band lor UlM Ito of factorial. Snhacrib* for “ iC 
Daioo Boot ai^ Shot Workar.’'Houp*rrear. W 

Boot aind Shoe 'Workers Union, 

*» A ll a ntt o Iva.. Beaten, Mata. 


It is advisable to stamp all leaflets, 
etc., with the local branch address and 
time of meeting, in order to get more 
direct returns for the work of dis¬ 
tributing them. Let the voters of your 
locality know of your meeting, and then 
provide a good speaker to explain the 
principles of Soei^ism. 


They are two iochea aquars, and s 
thioK for Fropagaoda because they can be 
used in a buodito ways. 


Sent only in packages of 600 or mora. Fries 
of 600, by mail, 60 ornta. 

Address. CMIPiUGN COaaiTTEE, 

126 Wssbington BL. Chicago. OL 


























































































